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We are studying the Book of Daniel together on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 

each month over Zoom.   recounts events of worldwide proportion in Daniel’s own 

day that continue to have decisive significance for the global church today. 

 

Daniel was a Jew who lived far from his homeland, about six hundred years before 

Christ. He first served under Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar, and then under the 

Persian king Cyrus. As with other prophets such as Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Daniel 

lived and wrote in the swirling events associated with the exile of Judah to Babylon 

in the sixth century b.c. It was a tumultuous time for God’s people. 

 

What was especially painful was the apparent end of Israel’s special covenant 

relationship with God—including their presence in the long-awaited and hard-won 

Promised Land (Numbers—Joshua). Exiled from this land, Israel seems to have 

forfeited their relationship with God through their persistent faithlessness. Yet the 

book of Daniel confronts such discouragement in at least three ways.  First, by 

reminding us that God will not abandon his people. Secondly, by stressing that 

wherever God’s people are in the world, God provides them the means to be 

faithful to him. And, thirdly, by showing that God’s plan to bring blessing to all the 

nations has not been foiled, despite the disobedience of his people.  

 

Finally, the book of Daniel plays its role, along with every other Old Testament 

book, in preparing us for the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ. For example, Daniel 

speaks of one “like a son of man” who comes in great power and glory (Dan. 7:13–

14) and Jesus draws on the language of Daniel 7 to describe himself as the “Son 

of Man” in the Gospels. 

 

Come and join with this study of God’s encouragement and of the fulfilment of his 
plan.  Next study date is Wednesday 27th October at 8pm.  

[notes courtesy of ESV.org] 

The  

Book  

of  

Daniel 
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Baptism and Membership 

part 3 

 

The second of the three statements from the Baptist Declaration of Principal states:  

 

That Christian Baptism is the immersion in water into the 

name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, of those 

who have professed repentance towards God and faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures; was buried and rose again the third day. 

 

Of all the practices that makes Baptists distinct, it is this that we are best known for.  

Historically it has led to persecution of Baptists, often by other protestant denomi-

nations.  In mainland Europe where a child was registered at their baptism, (similar 

to a marriage being registered at the wedding ceremony), if people were not bap-

tised/registered, then how could they be taxed!  This was an issue in predominantly 

Calvinistic areas.  As recently as the 19th century in the UK, it was not permissible 

for members of non-conformist churches to go into higher education.  A person who 

was found not to have baptised their children could have their contract with the lo-

cal authorities terminated. This included teachers and other such professionals. To 

be a member of any tradition outside of the Church of Scotland would often lead to 

ostracization in the local community. Thankfully these days have passed - which al-

lows us the freedom to consider Baptism without the fear of persecution or separa-

tion. 

 

Often referred to as Believers’ Baptism, the emphasis is on the relationship of the 

person being Baptised to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This is in keeping with 

the Lord’s instruction in Matthew 28 to go into the world making disciples and bap-

tising them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Hence Baptism 

follows the making of the disciple, not preceding it. 

In Romans 6 Paul writes 
 

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were there-

http://biblehub.com/romans/6-4.htm
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fore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glo-
ry of the Father, we too may live a new life.   
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like 
his.  6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, a that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who 
has died has been set free from sin. 

 

The act of Baptism is a confirmation of what has already happened spiritually. (Just 

as a marriage ceremony is a public declaration of the commitment that the couple 

have already made to each other). In repentance we die to ourselves, we crucify the 

flesh. In the waters of Baptism we are buried, as Christ was buried in the tomb, but 

we rise again to new life. We not only now live a life to the Lord, we join and be-

come a part of the Body of Christ. One with Him and His family. 

Water also symbolises the washing away of our sins, of our old self that when we 

rise, we have been born again. There are many symbols here and I will refrain from 

using them all. 

 

However, as stated above, on becoming a disciple of Christ we become a part of 

the Body of Christ. This ties Baptism and membership closely together. Before we 

look this more closely, let’s clarify a few other points. 

 

There is no reference to the age of the person being baptised and as such it is not 

adult baptism.  A teenager (or in some cases someone even younger) may make a 

suitable profession of faith and be living a life in keeping with being a Disciple of Je-

sus Christ. However, it is the responsibility of the church that the person seeking 

Baptism is fully aware of the promises and commitment they are making to the Lord 

as well as to the church.  A Baptist church will not baptise an infant, as an infant is 

not capable of making a declaration of faith; however an act of Dedication may be 

performed.  At a Dedication the parents commit to bring up their child in the ways of 

Christ, and the Church commits to supporting them.  

 

It is worth noting that there is no age limit to the person being Baptised, and it is not 

unknown for people to come to the Lord late in life - in their 70s, 80s or even older - 

and with a desire to follow His instruction. This includes many who may have been 

http://biblehub.com/romans/6-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/6-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/niv/romans/6.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/romans/6-7.htm
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christened in other traditions, but have never themselves committed to the Lord. 

 

Baptism is not essential to Salvation. The thief on the cross is often quoted as the 

example. Baptism is a public declaration and show of what the Lord has already 

done in the heart of the believer. This removes the concern in some circles of what 

happens to someone who goes to the Lord without receiving Baptism, at any age. 

There is reference to the quantity of water and specifically immersion. In certain 

cases, mostly based on medical grounds, sprinkling can be used. The commitment 

of the person being baptised being of greater importance than the quantity of water 

being used. 

The repentance of a person presenting themselves for Baptism remains essential 

and often a testimony is shared prior to the act of Baptism, though this may be cen-

sored to suit the ‘audience’ before a declaration of faith is made. 

 

Membership. 

As stated, upon baptism a person also becomes a member of the Body of Christ. 

However, as stated in an earlier article, membership of a local congregation is for 

those who the Lord has called to honour and serve him in a particular place. As 

such it is for people who have committed themselves to Peebles Baptist Church, its 

traditions and practices that are welcomed into membership. As stated, therefore 

the practice of Communal Discernment in decision making is reserved for mem-

bers. Though other voices may also be heard. 

 

Closed Membership 

In some churches, someone who is being baptised will automatically become a 

member of the congregation of the church where they are being baptised. Though 

this is not the case in all congregations. At present, Baptism is a prerequisite for ap-

plication of membership to PBC. As such Peebles BC is said to practice closed 

membership.  

 

Associate Membership 

Those who have made a commitment to Peebles Baptist Church but do not wish to 

get Baptised can become Associate members. This allows them to be a part of all 
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discussions, to see church papers in preparation for meetings and to express their 

thoughts. In recent meetings, many discussions have been made open to the fami-

ly of Peebles Baptist church and not exclusively members. However, the act of 

making a decision is reserved for members only. Also, deacons, ministers and other 

roles are required to be held by members. However, non-members are encouraged 

into all other aspects of life in PBC. This includes preaching and also facilitating 

communion, as well as the children’s work and all other aspects of the life of the 

church. 

 

Open Membership 

In considering the following, it is notable that in recent years more Believers’ Bap-

tisms in Scotland have been performed by the Church of Scotland than by Baptist 

Churches. 

 

Open membership is the allowing of people who come from other traditions, who 

have been ‘baptised’ as children, and who have confirmed their baptism by a suita-

ble declaration of faith as adults, to enter into full membership, thus allowing them 

all the privileges of membership (however certain roles within the church may still 

be reserved for Baptised members). This is not to detract from our belief and teach-

ing that the Lord’s desire is that upon our declaration of faith we are to be baptised. 

Open membership is increasingly common in England, but less so in Scotland, and 

on this issue each church is free to discern, administer and apply the Scriptures as 

they feel guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

It has been argued that this situation will become less and less pertinent as the 

numbers of christenings has decreased and continues to decrease on an annual 

basis.  As such most people coming to Peebles Baptist Church as new believers 

will not have been christened and would be encouraged to be baptised. 

There is a form of open membership that puts no expectation of baptism of any 

kind on those seeking membership, but for the most part this has been rejected by 

most Baptist Churches. 

Lionel Gibbs 
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Crossword Clues  
 
 
Across 
1  ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high 
priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 
3  They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph, an 
Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 
 

Clues Down on page 10, Solution on page 12.  
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Down 
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free’ (Psalm 
119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20) (9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 
6  The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7) 
7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this (Revelation 
21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 

 

 

 

My husband and I were delighted the day we finally bought our own 
home. After years of renting, it was wonderful to own something. Our 
minister even gave us a bottle of champagne to mark the occasion. But 
in the hustle and bustle of getting moved in, his champagne was put in 
a cupboard and forgotten. 

Months later, we held a christening party for our third child. Wine 

flowed until, running short, we suddenly remembered the 

housewarming gift of champagne. So, in front of our guests, I opened 

the attached card from the minister and read it aloud: “Dave, take good 

care of it – this one is really yours!” 

 

 

An elderly couple died and were received by St Peter through the Pearly Gates into 

heaven. They found it a wonderful place. The husband said to his wife: “If you 

hadn’t fed us such healthy food all through our marriage, we could have reached 

here years ago.”  

 

Jokes from Parish Pump 
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‘All you who pass this way, look and see’ 
 

El Greco, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons’ 

The philosopher Wittgenstein gave the following advice to people visiting an art 
gallery or exhibition: never try to rush through all the paintings on show, but instead 
choose just one painting. Sit in front of it for twenty minutes. Then get up and leave 
the art gallery. It is difficult advice to take to heart because we feel we want to get 
our money’s worth from an exhibition, especially if we have paid an entrance 
charge. Once in the gallery we then feel so overawed by the number of paintings 
on show and the pressure of the crowd that we go quickly from one canvas to the 
next. 

The rushing around at a gallery is part and parcel of the way we meet each day. 
We rush out of habit, and we rush because everyone else is rushing. Our world 
seems set in the fast lane. Carl Honoré in his book ‘In Praise of Slow’ tells how, as 
a busy journalist, he experienced a flashback to a time in his youth when life was 
unhurried. He reflects, with regret, that it was a better life then. 

If we do want to take Wittgenstein’s advice seriously and find ourselves in the 
National Gallery in Edinburgh, we could do no better than choose to sit in front of 
this month’s painting: El Greco’s ‘The Saviour.’ El Greco was born in 1541 in Crete. 
From Greece he travelled to Venice and Rome and finally to Toledo in Spain where 
he died in 1614. 

His art is a fusion of eastern and western traditions, given extra fervour by the 
Counter-Reformation and resulting in a unique style of painting. His canvases are 
peopled by elongated figures who seem always to be straining upwards, just as the 
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Counter-Reformation was exhorting the faithful to set their sights on heaven as they 
made their journey through life. 

In his early years in Crete El Greco trained as an icon painter, and that is much in 
evidence in ‘The Saviour.’ It shows a half-length figure of Christ – he was to paint a 
fuller figure later. This Christ like an icon is looking out at us, with his right hand 
raised to bless us and this world, while the left hand holds that same world in His 
care. We can see in the eyes an inner strength, but also the poignant sadness of 
longing for this is a Saviour who has come through suffering and death to bring us 
new life. 

As we look and see, we find here in El Greco’s work a Christ-calmed steadiness 
amid the spinning world of rush and busyness. The nearer we draw to this Jesus, 
the slower we will find ourselves spinning. The duties and responsibilities that 
demand so much from us take their place in the wider perspective of the Saviour’s 
grace and love. Then we can begin to experience that peace which the world 
cannot offer, but which Christ can bring. 

The first step in that process is to stop and look. The Curé d’Ars, a parish priest in 
France in the early 19th century, told how he noticed an old man sitting at the back 
of his church every day. He didn’t seem to be doing anything, just sitting there in 
the same place at the same time, looking towards the Blessed Sacrament on the 
High Altar. Eventually the young priest became suspicious. He asked the man what 
he was doing. ‘I’m praying,’ came the reply.’ Yes, but what exactly is it you do?’ 
enquired the priest. ‘Well, I look at Him and He looks at me.’ 

The Revd Michael Burgess , Parish Pump 

 

Solution to Crossword: 
 
ACROSS  
1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of Judah; 
17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 Eton 
 
DOWN 
1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua; 13 
children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA 

 

“There is little good in filling churches with people 

who go out in exactly the same as they came in; the 

call of the Church is not to fill churches but to fill 

heaven.”   

Fr. Andrew SDC  


